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Mr President, 

We thank the Special Rapporteur for their report, which warns that even in countries with a long 
history of welcoming new arrivals there are politicians who will deliberately harm refugees for their own 
political ends. 

This is exactly what’s happening in Australian politics right now, where the denial of essential medical 
care has become the latest political tactic used against the refugees indefinitely imprisoned on Manus 
and Nauru. 

And the consequences have been fatal. 

Fariborz Karami was just 26. He had his life ahead of him. But after 5 years of detention he’d lost hope 
and become unwell. 

His doctors. His mother. And even his 12 year old little brother all pleaded with our Government for 
help. But they were all ignored. And then a few weeks ago Fariborz was found dead inside the mouldy 
tent our government imprisoned him in for the last five years. 

A few weeks earlier a Rohingya refugee died on Manus Island. Again, after 5 years of cruelty he was 
acutely unwell. Again, our Government ignored clear medical advice to evacuate him. Again, death 
was the result.  

The Australian Government has also tried to force a 63 year old refugee with terminal cancer to die a 
slow and agonising death on Nauru instead of bringing him to Australia for palliative care.  

And it even fought in our courts to deny proper treatment to a 10 year old child who had repeatedly 
tried to kill themselves. 

So we thank the Special Rapporteur for calling out exactly this kind of brutal and deeply cynical 
politics. 

And before anyone else dies, we urge our Parliament to hold an urgent inquiry into these deaths and 
into the deliberate medical neglect that is causing them. 

Thank you. 

 

 


